
Benefits
• Tuition for Running Start classes is free for up to a 

maximum of 15 credits or a maximum of 1.2 FTE 
combined course load between the high school and 
college.

• Students have the opportunity to take a wide variety 
of classes that may not be offered at their high school.  
Academically qualified students have the opportunity 
to take more challenging or advanced courses.  

• Students can earn up to two years of college credit 
saving up to $7,700 in tuition costs.

• Students can plan a program of study that will transfer 
to baccalaureate institutions or apply to professional 
technical education.

• A diverse college student population provides for a 
rich classroom learning environment.

Limitations
• Some students who are academically ready may find 

the required independence and speed of college 
classes overwhelming.

• High school provides a social network and experiences 
geared toward teenagers that are different from 
college activities.

• Transportation arrangements, books, and class fees 
are the responsibility of the student.

• The scheduling of college classes may conflict with 
high school classes or extracurricular activities.

• Student may be exposed to alternative view points and 
material of an adult nature.

Meet Mark Guzman! 
OC Running Start Graduate
“I would highly recommend Running Start. This program gave 
me an experience that I don’t think I could find anywhere 
else. The Running Start program has opened my mind to new 
cultures. I had a variety of classes to choose from, experienced 
professors, and met wonderful people. I have enjoyed every 
moment of it.” 
 

The Olympic College Running Start  
program is a challenging opportunity for motivated high 
school juniors and seniors to enroll in college classes for high 
school and college credit.

Running Start
1600 Chester Avenue 
Bremerton, WA 98337-1699

360-475-7646 
360-475-7643 (Fax) 
1-800-259-6718,  Ext. 7646

runningstart@olympic.edu 
olympic.edu/RunningStart

3.68753.625 3.6875

Olympic College is an equal opportunity institution. Information about our non-
discrimination policies is available at: olympic.edu/nondiscrimination-title-ix, 360-792-6050, 
1600 Chester Ave., Bremerton, WA 98337-1699. 

Running Start Regulations are subject to change by the 
Washington State Legislature and Olympic College.

RUNNING START

Take college-level 
classes tuition free 
while still in high school. 

Apply those credits 
towards  an associate 
degree, certificate or 
transfer credits.



What is Running Start?
Running Start is a program created by the Legislature to expand 
educational options for high school students. Through the 
Running Start program, academically motivated students have the 
opportunity to take college-level classes tuition free and receive 
both high school and college credit.   

The Running Start Choice
The decision to start college early or stay in high school is an 
important one. Frequently a student may be academically 
prepared for college-level classes but may find the emotional 
or social demands overwhelming. The most successful college 
students are highly motivated individuals who work independently, 
take initiative, have good study skills, are self-disciplined and are 
able to complete a variety of assignments with little direction 
from instructors. Students and parents should consider carefully 
whether participating in (or participation after RS) Running Start 
appropriately meets the student’s needs.

Eligibility Requirements
Students who want to enroll in Running Start must:

• Be under the age of 21 at the beginning of the school year

• Be classified as a junior or senior in Washington 

• Not, as of the beginning of the school year, have received 
a high school diploma or earned the credits for a diploma 
(excluding a GED)  

• Have a cumulative high school GPA of 2.5 or above, (See 
Running Start Office for GPA Appeal)

• Take Accuplacer or review Smarter Balanced scores to 
determine course eligibility 

Home school students must contact the local school district 
where parents reside or file the Intent to Provide Home-based 
Instruction. Each district determines the process for home school 
students to access Running Start.  
 
 

Private school students must enroll in a public high school in 
order to participate in Running Start. Students may have dual 
enrollment in the private school and public school but do not have 
to take classes at the public high school. 

What does Running Start cost?
Students may enroll in up to 15 tuition-free credits at Olympic 
College. The total covered credits are based on the combined 
enrollment between the high school and college. See the high school 
counselor or Running Start advisor for more information. 

Students are responsible for textbooks and school supplies, college 
fees and transportation.  

A tuition and fee waiver application for students from low-income 
families is available through the Running Start Office. Eligible 
students may also request assistance with some textbooks through 
our book loan library.

Classroom Expectations
The speed at which college classes are taught is typically much faster 
than that encountered in high school. Class sizes range from 15 to 
70 students but average 20 to 30 students.  

Students are expected to be prepared for class, attend class, 
meet class deadlines, ask questions and conduct themselves as 
responsible adults.

College classes generally demand two or three hours of homework 
for each hour in class. Good study skills and time management skills 
are essential.   

Parent Access to Records
Olympic College follows federal guidelines concerning access to 
student grades and records for college students. Parental access is 
authorized only with written permission from the student. Faculty 
will not discuss a student’s progress with anyone other than the 
student. See the OC Catalog or contact the OC Registrar for further 
information on the Federal Education Rights & Privacy Act (FERPA).

Steps to Apply

Submit a general OC application for 

admission
Apply online at www.olympic.edu or use the hardcopy 
OC Admission Application form to receive a student ID 
number. List Running Start as your major.

Take the ACCUPLACER assessment or use 
Smarter Balanced Assessment Scores
Go online to schedule the Accuplacer at: 
www.olympic.edu/Accuplacer   
Bring a photo ID, your Student ID number and receipt of 
$20 fee paid.

Apply by the priority due dates 
• May 1, for Fall Quarter (September) 
• November 1, for Winter Quarter (January)
• February 1, for Spring Quarter (March)  

Submit your Running Start Application Packet to the 
Running Start Office.

Complete Running Start Online Tutorial  
Learn about OASIS, how to register for classes, and 
college expectations. Afterwards you will schedule an 
appointment for advising and registration.

Meet with your High School Counselor 
Select classes with your high school counselor to meet 
graduation requirements.  Complete and sign a Running 
Start Enrollment Verification Form. Parent and counselor 
signatures are required. 

Meet with a Running Start Advisor 
Bring the Running Start Enrollment Verification Form to 
the Running Start advising appointment to receive the 
registration pin number.

Register and pay fees 
Register at your scheduled registration access time.  
Arrange to pay fees by the published deadlines. 

Complete Running Start Orientation
Attend an in-person orientation covering college 
resources and procedures. Set up student account 
information, obtain parking passes and SID card, and 
take a tour of the campus.
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